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VIII.-SOME FINNO-TURKISH PARALLELS. 

In Simonyi's excellent work on the Hungarian language, half 
a page 1 is taken up with Finnic words that are said to lack 
Turkish cognates. At the beginning of the list we find "die 
Zahlworter ". It ought to be pointed out that the Finnic and 
Turkish numerals are not so entirely unlike as to make a connec- 
tion impossible. 

The original Finnic stem of i is not easy to make out from the 
widely differing forms given by Szinnyei 2 ; but a good represen- 
tative seems to be Lappish okta. In most of the related tongues 
the k is weakened or lost, as in Ostiak it. Thus it is plain that 
okt- might easily develop into *vet- or *vit-, with initial v as in 
one of the Mordwin forms. In Turkish, i is Mr. Interchange 
of r with t or d is too common in Finnish, as well as various 
other European languages, 3 to need any discussion. 

Hungarian has often changed k to h; but this is not found 
be'fore a front vowel : kU (2) and htisz (20) are directly related to 
Finnish kaht- (2). As every k becomes a fricative in Germanic, 
it is clear that such a development could have occurred in a dialect 
related to Hungarian. If we assume the variant *het-, combined 
with a k- suffix, we come fairly close to Turkish eki- and iki{2). 
Treated as a Latin stem, *hetk- would make in the Romanic lan- 
guages *ek-. I do not undertake to theorize about the meaning 
of the k- suffix here assumed ; it seems sufficient to mention the 
fact that 1 is formed with k- suffixes in several Finnic languages. 
It is noteworthy that Finnic 1 and 2 are very similar ; possibly 
2 comes from *okokt- (1 + 1). If this is so, the / is presumably a 
demonstrative, like our th in both. 

The best Finnic representative of 3 is apparently Mordwin 
kolmo, though the r of Hungarian hdrom may be more primitive 
than /. In Cheremis there is no visible trace of / or r, while 
Votiak 3 ends in n (palatalized n) representing nm < Im. In 

1 Die Ungarische Sprache, 43, Strassburg, 1907. 

2 Finnisch-ugrische Sprachwissenschaft, 107, Leipzig, 1910. 

3 Tesoersen. Fonetik. AAA. K0benhavn. 1800. 



2 Finmsch-ugnsche Sprachwissenschaft, 107, 

3 Jespersen, Fonetik, 444, K0benhavn, 1899. 
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Turkish lis sometimes lost before a consonant : Osmanli getir- 
(bring) corresponds to dialectal geltir-, the causative of gel- 
(come). We may therefore assume that *hol- < *holm- could be 
further reduced to *ho- or *Au- before a consonant-suffix. Turk- 
ish 3 is ills ; it has dialectal variants beginning with u. The u 
may be due to a former front vowel of the suffix ; compare the 
regressive harmony in Turkish sen (thou), gen. senin, dat. sana, 
ace. sent, abl. senden, loc. sende. 

In native Osmanli words, initial nasals are extremely rare, but 
they probably existed in former times: bin- (ride) and £z»(iooo) 
correspond to dialectal min- and min. We may therefore sup- 
pose that dort or tort (4) once began with n. It is interesting to 
note that the Tungus forms of 4 have initial n as well as initial 
d. 1 All of the Finnic words for 4 begin with n or n, the Finnish 
form being nelj'd. 

Turkish bes (5) is nearly the same as Finnish viisi (5). The 
Finnic root seems to be *wet-, whence by contraction Hungarian 
ol. 

Mordwin koto is an excellent representative of Finnic 6, the 
radical vowel becoming closer in Finnish kuusi and opener in 
Hungarian hat. This last is remarkably similar to Turkish alia 
(6), in which to is a close velar vowel often transcribed with 1 or 
y in European books. The Finnic root was perhaps *o~kwet- 

(i + 5). 

In Finnic 7 is, like 100 and 1000, of Aryan origin ; 8 and 9 are 
subtractive, based on various words meaning 10. Turkish on 
(10) may well be the same word as the suffixes of Hungarian 
otven (50) and hatvan (60). For the loss of v or w, compare 
Osmanli ol- (be) beside dialectal bol-. Another Finnic 10-suffix 
is Permic -mms, nearly the same as that of Turkish altnias (60). 

Simonyi's list has at least three other words that deserve no- 
tice : Hungarian H- (live), JH- (fear), vildgos (bright). Why 
can they not be related to the Turkish verbs ir- (exist), belinle- 
(fear) based on the noun be/in, and balak- (shine)? 

Edwin H. Tuttle. 

1 Simonyi, Ung. Spr., ig. 
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